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I candét beli eve h introduced into the House before tet
year has gone! We had our annual brings it to the Senate floor. Senator
conference two weeks ago already! Barrasso again gave his commitment to
Thank you to all of you who attended  support the CARE hill. After our meet-
the conference, it was a great time! | ings with the Senators, we hit the other
would like to update everyone on the side of capital hill to meet with repre-
opportunities that | have had this past sentative Lummis. Lummis had several
year as a member of questions regarding the
the WSRT and to le bill. She was concerned
you know what my that it would take away
goals are as preside peoplebs access
of the WSRT. ing in smaller

In  March, | rural areas. We in-
was able to attend m formed Lummis that
second R.T. in D.C Wyoming already has
Mike Lewis, from state licensure laws and
Cheyenne, and | reprg that we still have access

sented Wyoming in P ey to imaging in our smaller

D.C. We spent oneg i/ i towns. Of course it was-

day in meetings, gain / nét all work in
ing a history of the managed to squeeze in a

CARE bill and some valuable tips on little sightseeing as well. I met some
lobbying. We then took our new  wonderful new R.T. friends from New
found knowledge and met with Sena- Mexico as well!

tords Enzi and Ba1 |am grateful that | had the opportunity-
tors are in support of the CARE bill! to represent Wyoming again!
Enzi has cesponsored the bill as well | was accepted to the ASRT

as introduced the bill in the senate leadership academy this past year.

multiple times. The senate has passed | spent April and May completing a six

the bill a couple of times as well. This  week online course and then

year, Enzi is waiting until the bill is Condét Page
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FrOm OUI’ PreS|dent (condt from page 1)

Continued from page 1

meet my class in Albuquerque to wrap things up in June
The intent of the | eadershi
take on leadership roles in the state societies as well as wit
the ASRT. We learned how to hold/run a meeting, parlia-
mentary procedure, communication, marketing, legal as
pects of running a neprofit, strategic planning, how to
handle conflict, and so much more! | had a great time with
the class. | know

that | will be able to
apply a great deal o
what | learned to my
professional and
personal life. It was/
nice to work at my| 3
own speed and dd HERRES
the assignmentg
when | had the time g/
| plan to use the
skills | learned in my

upcoming term a
President of the
WSRT .

| would recommend
the academy to any
one, especially those
wanting to take a
leadership role in
their society or the ASRT.

After | finished my leadership academy in New
Mexico, | was able to stay and attend the educational sym
posium as well as the ASRT House of Delegates. The
main focus of the classes was radiation safety. This is a hc
topic in the media and in our profession. It was great tc
know that our profession is taking a stand to do what we
can to lower patient dose, as well as dose to ourselves.

The House of Delegates was an amazing experi:
ence for me. 1 got to see the things | learned about parlia
mentary procedure put into action! It was somewhat over-
whelming at first. But | had some great mentors, Teri Bed-
well and Bill Mackey, to guide me along the way. One of
the big changes was to the practice standards on Bone De
sitometry, Cardiovasculdnterventional, and Radiation
Therapy. These practice standards now contain the lar
guage that the individuals practicing in these arenas

fengage in continuing educ
practice, to enhance patient care, public education
knowl edge and technical co

standards will change when they are due for review so the
the language in the definition portion of the standards read
the same. The house also passed a position statement s
ing the ASRT supports programmatic peer review for Radi-
ologic Science and Medical imaging educational programs.
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The house also passed the RA/RPA guidance for Communi-
cations statement. This had to do with how the RA/RPA
would communicate their findings to the radiologist.
main focus this year for the WSRT is to maintain communi-
cation. | know we have not had an issue of the Cathode in

about a year now. | would like to make sure that the Cath-
ode becomes visible to all of the WSRT members and to
t hose

R. T. 6s that are not
Cathode is Dan Steele.
| will be working close-

ly with him and the
entire board to make
sure the Cathode is
visible again. | will

also be working to
make sure that the
WSRT website has
accurate and up to date
information. We will

be working to make it
easier to contact the
WSRT board members.
| encourage everyone
to contact WSRT board
members with ANY

questions/concerns or
even to tell them you

think they are doing a good job!
My second goal for the year is to get students more

involved with the board of the WSRT. | would like to form

a committee to look at several different options for doing
this. We wi | | mo s t l'i kely
would like to be able to present several ideas to the board at
the spring meeting and then to the WSRT membership after
this. The spring board meeting is tentatively schedules for
April 14" in Casper. Anyone who would like to help with
this please feel free to contact me.

My third and final goal for this year is to conduct a

survey of Wyoming R.T. &s.
R.T.6s in the state are |
direction do they want this organization to go? | hope to

have the survey put together by the end of the year and have
the results by the spring board meeting as well. | think this
information will not only be valuable to me, but to future
presidents as well. Thank you for allowing me this oppoe a
tunity to serve the WSRT. Please contact me with any

guestions/concerns/ideas you have for me and the WSRT i ¢

board.

Heather Thompson , President WSRT 20012

xraychic28@msn.com

THE COWBOY CATHODE

My T. 6.

me m

ooki



The WSRT 2011 Conference
Top Three Paper Abstracts

First Place- Abby Bailey

Title: Obesity and Radiology: Peering Through the Fat

Abstract

|| Obesity is known for its health risks and obese populations are more common

| than ever. Based on these facts have put added strain on medical imaging facili-
| ties because of equipment limitations and challenges in obtaining quality, diag-
nostic images. Some obese patients are unable to fit within parameters of ma-

| chines or exceed table weight limits, but experiments have shown all are exposet
to increased amounts of radiation compared to the average size patient. Radiolo-
gy facilities need to understand these risks and make the proper adjustments for
accommodation of these patients.

Second PlaceKristin Hereford MM AL ;g;g\_';:;;,fm

Title: PET/CT Aiding in Early Detection of NeSmall Cell Lung Cancer

Abstract
Lung cancer is the number one cancer killer of men and women in the Upit-
ed States. Research has shown that integrated PET/CT scanners can help
with early detection of neemall cell lung cancer. Studies have shown thaf |
PET/CT scanners are beneficial in early detection, planning of treatmenty
post treatment surveillance. Over 450 people die in the United States eV
day from lung cancer. Early detection is an essential part towards the trg
ment of norsmall cell lung cancer and integrated PET/CT scanners are |

ing studied to validate if they are a valuable part in that detection.

Second Placé Chelsea Juarez

Title: Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis
Abstract
Al t hough MRI is considered to a oOsaf

! ionizing radiation, there are potential risks linked to the gadolirbased con-

||| trast agents used in conjunction with MRI. Research has shown that patients

| with decreased renal function have an increased risk of developing nephrogenic
' systemic fibrosis after being administered a gadolirbased contrast agent.

Proper screening for decreased kidney function is imperative before administer-

ing aGBCA in reducing the chances of a patient developing NSF.




Casper College finds September 2011 WSRT Conference a Success!

As conference time got near, we, a fortunate group of five, first year Casper College Radiology students
were able to attend our first WSRT Conference as part of our learning criteria. All of us were very excit-
ed to be attending being new to the profession. We also were anxiously anticipating who we would have
the opportunity to meet and what we would learn. Getting to hang around with our instructors and each
other was icing on the cake!
Beginning with the speakers, we found them very diverse from one another each being able to contribute
bits and pieces from the vast Radiography field. As students, some of us learned more about future ave-
nues in Radiology such as gastric work and mammography advancements that we were unaware of.
Hearing from the speakers about Radiation Therapy and Sonography were very exciting due to the inter-
est in those future avenues from some of us in our group. In all, we feel the variety of speakers were ap-
propriately selected and added to our ongoing education.
The venue was very organized and accommodated the conference nicely. The WSRT did a great job at
gathering many items from various vendors for money raising raffles. We were very impressed on the
turnout of students, most consisting of
first and second years from the Radiolo-
gy programs at Casper College and
LCCC. Amazingly all the students
grouped together outnumbered all other
Radiologic professionals! There was a
Student Bowl which we were able to
compete in which challenged our present
knowledge of the field; a student from
our group was on the winning team and
won some cash! We did have the pleas-
ure of meeting other techs from different
locations and even other states that were
earning their Continuing Education cred-
its.
Our goal as a group for next yeards conference I
perience. Also, a few of us are planning to put together a presentation on a topic relating to the profession
and present it. As we gain more experience and confidence one of us may hold a student position on the
WSRT panel as well. We as future Radiologic professionals found the conference to be very fun and ed-
ucational and will certainly be marking our calendars for next year!

By: Jennifer Pruitt, Lexie Blackburn, Nikki Mayzsak, Liz Anderson, and Joey Moralez

Mike Lewis won the TV

The BIG raffle Winners of Jennifer Harrell won the Barnes and
the 2011 Noble Reader

WSRT Conference Were: Jackie Smith won the iPad2




